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I appreciate so very much the Members
of Congress who have joined me in strongly
condemning these attacks. And on behalf of
the American people, I thank the many world
leaders who have called to offer their condo-
lences and assistance.

America and our friends and allies join
with all those who want peace and security
in the world, and we stand together to win
the war against terrorism. Tonight I ask for
your prayers for all those who grieve, for the
children whose worlds have been shattered,
for all whose sense of safety and security has
been threatened. And I pray they will be
comforted by a power greater than any of
us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23:
‘‘Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You
are with me.’’

This is a day when all Americans from
every walk of life unite in our resolve for jus-
tice and peace. America has stood down en-
emies before, and we will do so this time.
None of us will ever forget this day. Yet, we
go forward to defend freedom and all that
is good and just in our world.

Thank you. Good night, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the National Security Team
September 12, 2001

I have just completed a meeting with our
national security team, and we have received
the latest intelligence updates.

The deliberate and deadly attacks which
were carried out yesterday against our coun-
try were more than acts of terror. They were
acts of war. This will require our country to
unite in steadfast determination and resolve.
Freedom and democracy are under attack.

The American people need to know we’re
facing a different enemy than we have ever
faced. This enemy hides in shadows and has
no regard for human life. This is an enemy
who preys on innocent and unsuspecting
people, then runs for cover. But it won’t be
able to run for cover forever. This is an
enemy that tries to hide, but it won’t be able

to hide forever. This is an enemy that thinks
its harbors are safe, but they won’t be safe
forever.

This enemy attacked not just our people
but all freedom-loving people everywhere in
the world. The United States of America will
use all our resources to conquer this enemy.
We will rally the world. We will be patient;
we will be focused; and we will be steadfast
in our determination.

This battle will take time and resolve. But
make no mistake about it: We will win.

The Federal Government and all our agen-
cies are conducting business, but it is not
business as usual. We are operating on
heightened security alert. America is going
forward, and as we do so, we must remain
keenly aware of the threats to our country.
Those in authority should take appropriate
precautions to protect our citizens.

But we will not allow this enemy to win
the war by changing our way of life or re-
stricting our freedoms. This morning I am
sending to Congress a request for emergency
funding authority so that we are prepared to
spend whatever it takes to rescue victims, to
help the citizens of New York City and Wash-
ington, DC, respond to this tragedy, and to
protect our national security.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
for their unity and support. America is
united. The freedom-loving nations of the
world stand by our side. This will be a monu-
mental struggle of good versus evil, but good
will prevail.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Remarks While Touring Damage at
the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia
September 12, 2001

The Secretary and I—first of all, I must
tell you I am overwhelmed by the devasta-
tion.

I am so grateful for the people who are
working here. We’re here to say thanks to
not only the workers on this site but the
workers who are doing the same work in New
York City. I want to say thanks to the folks
who have given blood to the Red Cross. I
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want to say thanks for the hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans who pray for the victims
and their families.

Secretary Rumsfeld told me, when I talked
to him, that he felt the blast shake the Pen-
tagon; even though he was on the other side
of the building, the building rocked. And now
I know why.

Coming here makes me sad, on the one
hand; it also makes me angry. Our country
will, however, not be cowed by terrorists, by
people who don’t share the same values we
share, by people who are willing to destroy
people’s lives because we embrace freedom.
The Nation mourns, but our Government
will go on; the country will function. We are
on high alert for possible activity.

But coming here confirms what the Sec-
retary and I both know, that this is a great
Nation. People here working hard prove it;
people out here working their hearts out to
answer families’ questions, to remove the
rubble and debris from this office. I want
to thank everybody not only on this site but
all across America for responding so gener-
ously, so kindly, in their prayers, in their con-
tributions of love and their willingness to
help in any way they can.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:53 p.m. at the
site of the attack.

Memorandum on Excused Absence
and Assistance to Federal Employees
Affected by the Attacks at the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon
September 12, 2001

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence and Assistance to
Federal Employees Affected by the Attacks
at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon

I am deeply saddened and outraged by the
loss of life and suffering caused by the attacks
at the World Trade Center in New York City
and the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. I
convey my deepest sympathy and heartfelt
sorrow to our fellow Americans and their
families who have been affected by these
senseless acts of violence. Many parts of the

Federal Government have been mobilized to
respond to this tragedy.

As part of this effort, I ask the heads of
executive departments and agencies having
Federal civilian employees in the affected
areas to excuse from duty, without charge to
leave or loss of pay, any such employee who
is prevented from reporting to work or faced
with a personal emergency because of the
terrorist attacks and who can be spared from
his or her usual responsibilities. This policy
should also be applied to any employee who
is needed for emergency law enforcement,
relief, or recovery efforts authorized by Fed-
eral, State, or local officials having jurisdic-
tion.

I have directed the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) and the Department of
Labor to establish teams of specialists to as-
sist with Federal benefits and workers’ com-
pensation claims of those employees who
were injured or killed in the attacks.

Finally, I have directed OPM to establish
an emergency leave transfer program to as-
sist employees affected by this major disaster.
The emergency leave transfer program will
permit employees in an executive agency to
donate unused annual leave for transfer to
employees of the same or other agencies who
have been adversely affected by the attacks
and who need additional time off from work
without having to use their own paid leave.

George W. Bush

Memorandum on Continuation of
the Exercise of Certain Authorities
Under the Trading With the Enemy
Act
September 12, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–26

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury
Subject: Continuation of the Exercise of
Certain Authorities Under the Trading With
the Enemy Act

Under section 101(b) of Public Law 95–
223 (91 Stat. 1625; 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) note),
and a previous determination on September
12, 2000 (65 Fed. Reg. 55883), the exercise


